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Program Evaluation and Scientific Research
Program evaluation is the systematic, rigorous, and scientific investigation carried out to evaluate the program's efficacy. The assessment is used to examine the achievement of objectives and the result of developed plans to enhance the performance (Gennaro & George, 2015).  On the other hand, scientific research is an inquiry that aims to control, predict, explain, and describe a phenomenon. Research involves both deductive and inductive methods. The deductive process requires verification of an event that is observed by the researcher. At the same time, the inductive method consists of an event analysis that is found by a researcher. Some various similarities and differences exist between program evaluation and scientific research.
Similarities
Both scientific research and program evaluation aim at creating new knowledge through an observed phenomenon. The two aspects involve the investigation of concepts that people do not know. They provide in-depth insights concerning various concepts that affect people, but they are not yet proven (Sherman et al., 1998). Thus, they add new ideas to the knowledge of people. Also, both scientific research and program evaluation utilize a systematic process to answer questions. The methodical technique of investigating concepts ensures that the rate of failures, mistakes, and errors is reduced. The use of systematic process also involves logic through the creation of specific steps that provide the researcher with works towards achieving the goals that were set. Both program evaluation and scientific research use similar techniques and research methods. They both use experimental and non-experimental research methods. However, the strategies used in providing answers for program evaluation cannot meet the standards that are required for scientific research.


Differences
The main difference between scientific research and program evaluation is the purpose. Program evaluation is developed to examine the effectiveness of a program. It establishes the value, efficiency, and connections amid the existing applications. Therefore, program evaluation upholds decision making. Scientific research is based on inquiry and providing a solution to a problem. The main aim is to create insight into various phenomena. In program evaluation, the participants who are involved must be linked or involved in the program while in scientific research, the participants have to be relevant to the study for them to be included in the survey (Donna & Amy, 2019). The findings that are established in project evaluation are narrow, while the conclusions of the research are broad. Due to the narrow outcomes in project evaluation, the results cannot be used in a wide field as compared to research. The concepts that are developed in scientific research can be used in different areas to create meaning. For example, scientific research in psychology can be utilized in criminal justice to realize the impact of mental health on crimes. 
Project evaluation uses theory to expand an understanding of the findings, while in research, the results are derived from an approach. Scientific research uses theory as the baseline for more knowledge, while project evaluation utilizes a strategy to expand an understanding of the results. Data collection and assessment are established in the field, and the surveyor is reactive in project evaluation. In scientific research, the researchers are active, and the collection of data and methods are developed from philosophy. A project evaluation is significant for plans and projects, while scientific research is used to increase insight into science.
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